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Pastor’s Reflection 
 
“Speak to one another with psalms, hymns, and 
songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from 
your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God 
the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”  Ephesians 5:19-20 

 

I spent some time reflecting on 2020, how hard it has 
been and it doesn’t seem to be letting up.  I remem-
ber having conversations back in April and May,  
thinking this would be over in the summer.  The 
thought of still dealing with COVID  around the holi-
days seemed unthinkable. But here we are trying to 
figure out what that will look like.  It’s hard not to be 
discouraged. 

 

In recent weeks I have been challenging you to be 
giving, as God is giving.  Our biggest challenge may 
be in giving thanks.  No matter what, praise God. In 
the good and the bad, give thanks for everything.  
Easy to read and hard to live.  

 

How do we do this?  What about when we just don’t 
feel like it?  What keeps us from being thankful in all 
things in 2020?  Pitying ourselves because all we 
want but don’t have, focusing on what we’ve missed, 
or haven’t gotten to do…we say it’s just not fair. 

 

Paul is trying to get us to look at what is, instead of 
what is not.  Thanksgiving for Paul was not a once a 
year celebration, but a daily reality in the midst of 
mistreatment, beatings, imprisonment and awaiting 
trial in Rome.  He discovered that denying God 
praise from the heart never accomplishes anything 
good, ever.  If we cannot give thanks in the midst of 
everything, we will not be whole.  Paul chose to look 
at something else instead of his circumstances. 

 

 

 

God asks us to look at what we do have.  He knows 
life is not easy or how we would have it be.  He 
knows times are different than they have been and 
that we are struggling.  But we still have reason to 
give thanks. 

 

What can we look at this Advent season? How can 
we give thanks?  We can look at the blessings we al-
ready do have.  God gives us great gifts, but it is im-
portant to recognize His blessings even when He 
withholds them.  We can be thankful for the people 
right in front of us, even as some that we want to be 
with, are not here in the present moment.   

 

We can look at the possibility of what can be, know-
ing God works all things for our good. God never 
promised health, wealth and prosperity when we fol-
low Jesus.  He does promise relationship, purpose and 
hope.   

 

Most importantly we can look at our Savior and re-
member all that has already been done for us in Jesus. 
How quickly we let the struggles of this world crowd 
out our assurance of life beyond it.  When was the 
last time you thanked Jesus for what He did on the 
cross, or thanked the Holy Spirit, the very Presence of 
God, for guiding and dwelling within you?  The truth 
is we have everything when we have Jesus Christ, 
and for Him, we should give thanks.   

 

Pastor Sean Hampton 
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In their Own Words…. 

 

Debi: Paxson: 
"I loved it when those dear little ones re-
peated simple spiritual truths talked about 
in  devotions. Their minds are so open to 
God. I am reminded we are to come to Je-
sus as a child... I lost a couple pounds too, 
felt better and took a break from COVID 
for short time. It was a good experience." 
 
Tom Terbizan: 
"I appreciated the opportunity.  We all had 
a wonderful time.  The players learned and 
grew in their ability.  Thanks." 
 
Amelia Terbizan: 
"For sure, it helped a ton with my social 
anxiety. I feel more confident talking to 
bigger crowds and new people. From this 
awesome experience my communication 
skills have improved so much. Again, thank 
you for this opportunity! 
I was able to watch my players grow and it 
was awesome. The relationships formed 
throughout the experience was incredible!" 
 
Shea McKibben: 
"I loved walking through the hall and high-
fiving a kid on their way to the bathroom 
or walking the fields during a game and say-
ing hi to parents by first name!" 
 

 

 

“No place you have gone that God has not already 
been.” How comforting is that promise! 

 

Pastor Sean shared these words in a recent sermon. 
My heart instantly grabbed hold of this promise. 
Like many of you, I think that we cling to a lot of 
Gods promises these days. The year 2020 has be-
come that roller coaster ride that we have gotten on 
and want so desperately to jump off. As we antici-
pate what will happen tomorrow, the whirlwind of 
inconsistencies, the unpredictable guesses of what is 
next, and the ever-constant change of guidelines, the 
roller coaster builds its suspense. Among all this cha-
os, there is reason to smile. But God… But God has 
already been where we are going. He has already 
walked through Covid19. Praise the Lord for that!!!  

 

If I am being honest, I’ve had my share of melt-
downs. I am so done with life as we know it in the 
right here and now. The other day the question on 
the radio was what are the top 5 things will you find 
in a woman’s purse? Number 1 ranked was a mask. 
A mask! Thankfully, laughter took my emotions be-
fore the tears threatened to roll down my face. But 
God. I am reminded that whatever our emotion, roll-
er coaster, or personal challenges we face during 
Covid19, “My God He was, My God He is, My God 
is ALWAYS gonna be.” 

 

So, my friends, I urge you, as we near the end of 
2020 lets find ways to capture the promises of God 
during this trial, we call Covid19. Remember, God 
has already been where we have been and are going.  

 

John 10:10 says, “For I have come that they (You) 
may have life and have it to the full.” We as a church 
have every reason to smile.  

 

But God.  

 
Pastor Shea McKibben 

 

 



 

Inclement Weather 

Information 

 

In case of bad weather 
this winter, we will de-
termine if services will be 

cancelled by 7:30 am on 
Sunday or 3 pm on 

Wednesday afternoon.  
We will notify the con-

gregation through Face-
book, Call’em All phone 

calls and email.  If you are not currently active on our 
Call’em All system, or do not receive emails from us 

through Planning Center, please drop your infor-
mation in the mail slot to the church office, call 992-

0246 or email at ashtabulafirstnaz@gmail.com.  It is 
our hope we won’t need to cancel any activities, but 

we want to keep everyone safe in the event of signifi-

cant storms. 

Demshar Christmas Party: 

 

The Demshar Christmas Party has been cancelled for 

the first time in 35 years.  Jennifer requests for the 

generosity to continue by 

giving your auction donation 

again this year. All money will 

be given out before Christ-

mas to families in our church.  

Many among us have benefit-

ted from this in the past and 

we still want to bring the 

same joy to some families in 

our church.  Please make 

your check or offering envel-

op to First Church of the Nazarene and mark it for 

“Demshar Party” and return it to the church office 

by Sunday, December 13th.  Jennifer sends her heart-

felt thanks and looks forward to next year’s party! 

 

Those who recently lost a loved one:   

Bev & Ron Santee  and Ruth Williams, Julie Oatman, 

Carol & Howard Kennedy, Roscoe Burlingame 

 

Those in Nursing Homes or Confined at  

Home:  Bud Tanner, Jean Glotzbecker, Letha Long, 

Sandy Coachman, Betty & Earl Colby, Frank & Sue Tay-

lor 

 

Church Family Prayer Concerns:  Earl & Betty 

Colby, Matt McKee, Ruth Robertson, Louise Flack, Bud 

Tanner, Paul Bledsoe, the Pavlovic family,  Tom & 

Kathie Watts 

 

 

Pray for those battling the sickness of COVID-

19 - for recovery from sickness, the comfort and pro-

tection of the Presence of the Lord during the isolation 

and quarantining. 

 

Pray for our unsaved loved ones, may we have the 

courage to invite them to accept Jesus as Savior and 

Lord. 

 

Please join us as you are able on Fridays in corporate 

prayer and fasting.  May this be a time of worship, re-

pentance and seeking the Lord together.   

 

 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS ADULT MINISTRIES    Christmas Schedule 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service – 6 pm on Thursday, 

December 24th.  Join us as we celebrate the 
Christmas story as a church family.  Bring a guest 

and join us!   

 
Please note the church office will be closed 
December 24rd-January 1st.  Messages will be 

checked regularly, and calls will be returned as 

soon as possible.   

 
New Year’s Day -  Friday, January 1st-  we will 

have family communion.  There will be more 
information coming about how to sign up for a 

timeslot.  This is an excellent way to start the 
New Year - seeking the Lord together and giving 

thanks for His faithfulness! 

 

We’re starting an initiative to memorize scriptures each 

week as a church.  Keep an eye on Facebook, and 

ashtabulanaz.org each week for the scripture to memo-

rize.  It’s our hope that as we draw closer to the Lord 

through this discipline, we’ll also grow closer to each 

other.  By knowing the Word of the Lord, we’ll be pre-

pared for the times we live in, and continue sharing the 

love of Jesus with our community.  We hope you’ll join 

us! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your word is a lamp for my feet, 

    and a light for my path. 

I have taken an oath and confirmed it, 

    that I will follow your righteous laws. 

I have suffered much; 

    preserve my life, LORD, according to your word. 

Accept, LORD, the willing praise of my mouth, 

    and teach me your laws. 

Though I constantly take my life in my hands, 

    I will not forget your law. 

The wicked have set a snare for me, 

    but I have not strayed from your precepts. 

Your statutes are my heritage forever; 

    they are the joy of my heart. My heart is set  

on keeping your decrees 

    to the very end. 
 

Psalm 119: 105 – 112 

 

The angel answered,  

“The Holy Spirit will come on you,  

and the power of the Most High  

will overshadow you.  

So the holy one to be born will be called  

the Son of God.  

Even Elizabeth your relative 

is going to have a child in her old age,  

and she who was said to be  

unable to conceive  

is in her sixth month.   

For nothing is impossible with God.” 

 
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. 

“May it be to me as you have said.”  

Then the angel left her.   

Luke 1:35-38 



DECEMBER 2020 
“Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to what they have done.  

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. “ 

Revelation 22:12-13 

 

 

Sunday Evenings – 
6:30-8pm  Youth Group at the church  

 

12/12                7:30AM MEN’S BREAKFAST 

12/13  YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY 

12/16     6:30 PM KIDS CHRISTMAS PARTY 

12/19           WHOSOEVER CLUB 

12/20     KIDS/YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

12/24     6 PM CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
 

*Please note events are subject to change as needed. 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 

DECEMBER 2  JAIME HAMPTON 

DECEMBER 3  MARY SHINAULT 

DECEMBER 3  KATHIE WATTS 

DECEMBER 6  SUE READ 

DECEMBER  9  RUTH ROBERTSON 

DECEMBER 11   BOB BROBST 

DECEMBER 13  KARL WILLIAMSON 

DECEMBER 19  BUD PALLUTCH 

DECEMBER 20  MICHAEL BRAESSLER 

DECEMBER 22  VICTORIA WEAVER 

DECEMBER 28  CONNOR HAMPTON 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 

DECEMBER 8  WALLY & RUTH ROBERTSON 

DECEMBER 12  BUD & MARTHA PALLUTCH 

DECEMBER 16  KELLY & TERRI MCCONNELL 

DECEMBER 20  ANDY & TIFFANY KIPHART 

DECEMBER 20  GREG & CINDY WOODBURN 

DECEMBER 21  DAVE & DEBI PAXSON 

 

If your birthday or anniversary is missing, please notify the 

church office at 440-992-0246 so it can be added. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

   

  

  

 1 

  

GriefShare 

2 3 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

6:30 pm Youth 

Worship 

7 

Zoom Discipleship 
6:30 pm 

8 

 

GriefShare 

9 

 

10 

  

11 

 

12 

Men’s Breakfast 

 

13  

Youth 

Christmas Party 

14 

Zoom Discipleship 
6:30 pm 

15 

 

 GriefShare 

 

 

16 

6:30 pm Children’s Christ-
mas Party 

17 

 

  

  

18 

  

  

  

  

19 

Whosoever Club 

 

20 

Kids/Youth Program 

6:30 pm Youth 

Worship 

21 

Zoom Discipleship 
6:30 pm 

 

  

22 

 

23 

 

24 

Christmas Eve Service  

 

 

Office Closed 

25  Merry Christmas! 

  

  

  

26 

  

  

27 

6:30 pm Youth 

Worship 

28 

 

 

 

Office Closed    

29 

 

30 

 

31   
 
 


