
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

-Pastor Shea McKibben 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Christmas musical,  Back 

to the Manger, is Sunday, 

December 15th at 10:10 am.  Be 

sure to invite a friend to this 

special production!  Dress 

rehearsal for particpants will be 

on Saturday, December 14th at 

9 am. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Children’s Christmas 

party will be on Wednesday, 

December 11th from 6:30-8 

pm at the church.  There’ll 

be reindeer games, a cookie 

decorating contest and more! 

 
 

 

The Youth Christmas party 

will be on Sunday, December 

15th from 6:30-8:00 pm.  

Wear your favorite Christmas 

socks and be prepared to vote 

for the best! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH FUNDRAISER:  Do you love Christmas 

cookies but don’t have time or don’t enjoy baking?  

Relax… take a breath… and let our youth save 

your Christmas!   There’ll be a Christmas cookie 

fundraiser to benefit our teens from December 1-

8th.  Please look for one of our teens to order your 

cookies; the cost is $12 for two dozen and $25 for 

five dozen assorted Christmas cookies…Teens will 

meet at the Schlossers on Friday at 4 pm, 

December 20th and again on Saturday, December 

21st (as needed) for a fun cookie-baking session.  

Cookies will be ready for pick-up on Sunday, 

December 22nd.  It’s a sweet deal all the way 

around!  Proceeds will benefit the youth Christmas 

outreach project. 
 

Youth Career Night – Sunday, January 5th at 6:30 

pm.  We asked and our adults 

responded… experts in various 

areas will share their practical life 

skills.  Our hope is to prepare our 

youth not only spiritually, but practically to 

navigate life’s many challenges.  You won’t want 

to miss this informative and confidence-building 

session from a Christian worldview. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Reflection 

 
Mark Batterson once wrote, “Your greatest regret 

at the end of your life will be the lions you didn’t 

chase.  You will look back longingly on risks not 

taken, opportunities not seized, and dreams not 

pursued.  Stop running away from what scares you 

most and start chasing the God-ordained 

opportunities that cross your path.” 

 

Most of us struggle with regret in some way.  

Mostly over choices we have made that we would 

like to change but cannot.  Many people have 

assured me that God will redeem our poor choices 

and use them for good, so we should not allow 

regret to burden us.   

 

But there is another kind of regret that is always on 

my mind: regret over inaction when God was 

calling me to move - not chasing lions.  I once 

resisted God’s prompting to pray for a sick woman 

and now I live with the regret that God wanted to 

use me to bring her healing.  There is no worse 

conviction than knowing God gave an opportunity 

to make a difference for His kingdom and you did 

not seize it. 

 

Galatians 5:25 reads, “Since we live by the Spirit, 

let us keep in step with the Spirit.”  Join me as a 

church in avoiding the regret of getting out of step.  

Let’s run with the Spirit and chase some lions 

together.  

 

-Pastor Sean Hampton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

I just started a new book called, “Chase the Roar” by 

Mark Batterson. The subtitle is what caught my eye, 

“If your dream doesn’t scare you, it’s too small.” I 

told Zak, “Wow if this isn’t the summary of our life, I 

don’t know what is.” Anyone who knows Zak and I 

well enough, knows we have some pretty BIG dreams 

separately, but when you combine us together, we 

have impossible dreams. The author shares in 2 

Samuel 23:20, how Benaiah chased a lion into a pit 

and killed it, on a snowy day. The average person will 

run, if a 500-pound lion was chasing them, right? Not 

Benaiah. A 500-pound lion came after him, and he 

ran towards the roar. Wow what courage! What an 

opportunity to seize, right? I began to see our BIG 

impossible dreams as 500-pound lions; fear often 

creates the desire to run the away from the roar. But 

what if running towards the roar, means 

accomplishing God’s will for our lives on a whole 

new level? 

Pastor Sean recently challenged us,  “Is God 

telling us it’s time to Get up and Go?”  In my own 

heart, I was convicted it’s time to get up and  run 

towards the roar and take on my 500-pound dream 

that fear has been crippling for too long.    

In several paragraphs in the book, the author 

states, “ you have to go after a dream that is destined 

to fail without divine intervention.” I love this.  It 

means we dreamed so big, when we feel the 

impossible is happening, the only explanation for it is 

… God. As we begin this holiday season, could we 

take the time to pray over our dreams going into a 

new year?  Dream big, pray for the courage to chase 

it, and let God use you in such amazing ways that He 

is the only explanation as it unfolds.  
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FAMILY LIFE MINISTRIES 

 
 



Pray for unsaved loved ones and the opportunity to 

show them the unconditional love of Jesus, his 

forgiveness and restoration during this Christmas 

season.   

 

Pray for the extraordinary generosity of Christ’s love 

to overflow from our hearts to many this Christmas. 

 

 

 

Pray for loved ones 

serving in the military and 

their families. 

 

 

 

 

Those in Nursing Homes or Confined at Home: 

Jean Glotzbecker, Letha Long, Sandy Coachman, 

Betty & Earl Colby 

 

Church Family Prayer Concerns:  Ron Winters,  

the Hazeltine Family, Jaime Hampton, the Pavlovic 

family, the Colvin Family, Hazel Steigerwald, Alice 

Miller, Paul Bledsoe, Jim & Louise Flack, Sue & 

Frank Taylor, Tom & Kathie Watts, Bud & Martha 

Pallutch, Howard & Carol Kennedy, Ron Winters, 

Joan Morefield, Cyndi Heath,  Sally Fink, Karl & 

Betty Williamson, Becky Burch, Bob & Carrie 

Kennedy, unspoken prayer requests 

 

On Wednesdays we join together to pray for the 

North Central Ohio District, lifting up our district 

Superintendent, Rev. Brown, his wife and family.   

We thank God for them and pray  His blessing and 

protection upon them.  We remember the district 

churches and pastors.  
 
On Fridays we join in prayer and fasting as the Lord 

should lead.  During this time, we pray for our church 

leadership; we pray for the children, youth, and adult 

ministries and for the outpouring of His spirit on our 

times together.  

 

Our Prayer line number is 994-2340.  Please 

remember to call each day for updated prayer 

concerns. To sign up for daily prayer emails or 

request prayer, please contact our Prayer Line 

Coordinator, Angela Thomas at: 

Pray4pastorsafn@gmail.com or call or text (440)  

474-3600. 

The Prayer Mobilization Line (PML) focuses on the 

prayer needs and praise reports for our Nazarene 

missionaries. Anyone can subscribe to receive PML, 

free of charge, via e-mail on the NMI Web site 

(www.nazarenemissions.org).  The NMI Prayer 

Mobilization line is available at 913-577-2990 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health, family, the support and love of my 

church family and pastor. 
-Kathy Brown 

 

I am thankful for laughter.  My family has 

had many trials and triumphs in the last 

year. I’m so thankful for times to hear 

laughter. It’s like a breath of fresh air when you’re trying 

to persevere and don’t see the answers. 

    -Tina Loyd 

 

I am thankful for GriefShare, that my son is 

with me, my husband died in 2009 and I 

miss him very much.  I am happy I joined 

the church; I enjoy everyone. 

    -Jackie Coffman 

 

For waking me up each day and adding my 

name as an heir to the kingdom of God.  For 

giving strength for each day.  For loving me 

enough to want me, a sinner, in His family, saved by 

grace alone.  Praise his Holy name! For hearing and 

answering my prayers in His time, that’s the hard part.  

But trusting and knowing He knows best and is in 

control.  My soul blesses you, oh Lord! 

  -Anonymous 

 

I am thankful for the freedom to worship at 

the church of my choice.  Our God is an 

awesome God. 

   -Anonymous 

 

In His timing, prayers are answered for lost 

adult children.  Thankful for blessings and 

good health, a sound mind and God’s grace, 

daily. 

    -Anonymous 

 

I’m  thankful that every moment I’m held in 

limitless love and grace. 

-Anonymous 

 

In February,  I and 3 other teachers from 

Grand River Academy learned we would 

not receive contracts for the 2019-2020 

school year due to low enrollment.   Not only did this 

mean I would need employment, but we would need a 

house; our home of 28 years had been provided by GRA 

as a requirement for all faculty to live on campus.  

Two days before this news, Terri Stuyvesant 

texted me to watch Joyce Meyer.  I not only watched it 

that day, but the following day.  That message spoke into 

the depth of my heart.  Little did I know it was just what 

God wanted me to hear.  Joyce Meyer said “only one 

thing confuses us,  when we try to figure things out only 

God knows and He’s not ready to tell us yet.  She said 

get comfortable not knowing and wanting reasons AND  

just trust God so much that we don’t have to know.”   

Just a few minutes before my meeting with the 

headmaster, Pastor Shea texted that she was praying for 

me.  It was mentioned in bible study that Friday would 

be a challenging day for GRA, and she had a sudden 

reminder to lift me in prayer. Her message and prayers 

certainly lifted me and gave me courage and peace to 

accept whatever was said.  I can’t explain it, but when I 

walked out of the headmaster’s office, I felt a strong 

sense of relief and blessing ~ only God can do that!  

I woke up the next day realizing this was not a 

dream, but reality.  When I turned on my phone, the first 

message I saw was the YouVersion daily scripture from 

Psalm 37:5 COMMIT YOUR WAY TO THE LORD; 

TRUST IN HIM AND HE WILL ACT.   

That Sunday in church, I gave our great need to 

the Lord and asked Him for a  message, word or 

something to hold onto.  To my great surprise, Brenda 

Colvin came to me following the service and said, “I 

have a word from the Lord for you.”  She so clearly said 

the Lord wanted her to tell me that “He’s got this!  He’s 

heard each of your prayers, seen every tear and your 

prayers are being answered!”  WOW! 

Within just 3 weeks, God with His great power 

and love not only provided a new job, but also a new 

home for us! Jeremiah 32:17 became a reality to us as it 

says, “Nothing is too difficult for God.”   

My new job is in Trumbull County at 

Fairhaven Industries as an Outcome Coordinator with 

the developmentally disabled. Our new home is in 

Colebrook TWP, in Ashtabula County, and we are able 

to continue worshipping at AFC as we have for the past 

23 years. I am so thankful to be part of such an amazing 

church family. God used you in an uncertain time, to 

share words of encouragement, scripture, and prayer 

support. 

I am truly thankful and in awe of how great 

God is, how He opened doors and provided for us more 

than we could have ever imagined!!  I share all of this to 

give God glory and to say no matter what you are faced 

with, God is greater and is able to do what no man can; 

for NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD  

(Luke 1:37)!   

  -Angela Thomas 

 

 

DECEMBER PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

WHAT ARE YOU  
THANKFUL FOR? 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 
12-4 pm Musical 
Practice 

2 
 

3 
 
6:30 pm GriefShare  
 

4 
6:00 pm Worship 
6:30 pm Adult small 
groups, Quizzing 

5 
 

6 
Bethlehem 
Experience 
 
6:30 pm Ladies 
Christmas Night Out 
 
 

7 
 
 

8 
5-8 pm Musical Practice 
 

9 
 

10 
 
 
6:30 pm GriefShare  

 
 

11 
6:00 pm Worship 
6:30 pm Adult small 
groups, Kids Christmas 
party 
 

12 
6:30 pm Leadership 
Board Meeting 
 
 
 

13 
6:30 pm Demshar 
Christmas party 

 
 

 

14 
Men’s Breakfast 
9 am Dress rehearsal 
for Christmas Musical 

 

15 
AM Worship-Christmas 
Musical 
 
6:30 pm Teen Christmas 
party 
 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 
11:30 am Classics 
lunch 
 

 

18 
6:00 pm Worship 
6:30 pm Adult small 
groups, Quizzing 

19 
 

20 
 
 
Youth Cookie Baking  

21 
Whosoever Club 

 

22 
 
6:00 pm-Christmas 
Celebration Service 

 

23 
 
Church office closed 

24 25 
Christmas Day 

 

26 27 
 

28 
 
 

29 
 
6:30 pm-Youth Group 
 
 
 
 

 

30 
Church Office Closed  

31 
 
New Year’s Eve 

    

 

Dates to Remember: 

 
Sunday Evenings - 6:00 pm  Youth Worship at the church.  

An adult small group meets at the Nagle’s (228-6680); please call for more 

info. 

 

Wednesdays –  

6:00 pm-   Worship in the Sanctuary 

6:30 pm-  Adult Bible study groups & Children’s Quizzing meet at the 

church  

 

12/6  6:30 pm Ladies Night Out-Three Sisters Tea Room 

12/6-12/7  Bethlehem Experience-Ashtabula Mall 

12/11  6:30 pm Children’s Christmas Party 

12/12  6:30 pm Leadership Board Meeting 

12/13  6:30 pm Demshar Adult Christmas Party 

12/14  Men’s Breakfast 

  9-12 pm Christmas Musical Dress Rehearsal 

12/15  Christmas Musical-Back to the Manger 

  6:30 pm Teen Christmas Party 

12/17  11:30 am Classics Luncheon   

12/20 & 12/21 Youth Cookie Baking at Schlosser’s 

12/21  Whosoever Club 

12/22  6 pm Christmas Celebration Service 

12/23-1/01 Church Office Closed 

12/25  Christmas Day 

12/31  New Year’s Eve   

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

DECEMBER 1 RANDY JOHNSON 

DECEMBER 2 JAIME HAMPTON 

DECEMBER 3 KATHIE WATTS 

DECEMBER 3 GABE SCHLOSSER 

DECEMBER 11  BOB BROBST 

DECEMBER 19 BUD PALLUTCH 

DECEMBER 22 OWEN SCHLOSSER 

DECEMBER 25 RON WINTERS 

DECEMBER 29 JEFF STUYVESANT 

DECEMBER 29 ROBIN TESTON 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 

DECEMBER 12 BUD & MARTHA PALLUTCH 

DECEMBER 20 ANDY & TIFFANY KIPHART 

DECEMBER 31 GREG & RYAN HAZELTINE 

 
If your birthday or anniversary is missing, please notify the church office 

at 440-992-0246 so it can be added. 

 

 
 

 

 

DECEMBER  2019        My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has 

been mindful of the humble state of his servant.  From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One 
has done great things for me, Holy is his name.  His mercy extends to those who fear him from generation to 
generation.             Luke 1:46-50 

 

                                                        



 

A mailbox with alphabetical 

labels is in the foyer for 

Christmas cards for the month 

of December.  Please place 

and check for your cards 

there.  

 

Merry Christmas, ladies!  We’ll meet on 

Friday,  December 6th at 6:30 pm at Three 

Sisters Tea Room (1937 West Prospect Road, 

Ashtabula, next to 

Pizza Hut).  We 

need a minimum of 

8 ladies; the cost is 

a $17 donation for 

each meal; proceeds 

help their outreach to teenage girls.  Sign-up 

and pre-payment is required by Wednesday, 

December 4th to Robin Terbizan (call or text 

her at 440-812-2296 for more information).  

 

The Bethlehem Experience live nativity will 

be 5-9 pm on Friday, 

December 6th and 2-6 pm on 

Saturday, December 7th at 

Ashtabula Town Square Mall.  

This is an excellent 

opportunity to share the love 

of Jesus with friends or neighbors.   

Tis the season to be jolly…and time to prepare 

for the Adult Christmas 

party on Friday, December 

13th at 6:30 pm at Jennifer 

Demshar’s home (1666 

Crabtree Circle).  Bring a 

dinner dish to share (dessert 

provided) and your auction items (1 or 2, 

wrapped or unwrapped). Please bring item(s)  

you’d like to take home.  Remember where the 

money goes (to help families in our church 

celebrate the season).   This is the one you 

don’t want to miss! 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Schedule 

 

Christmas Celebration – 6 pm on Sunday, 

December 22nd .  Kids of all ages are welcome 

to wear pajamas as we celebrate the Christmas 

story and have communion as a church family.  

Bring a guest and join us!   

 

There will be no mid-week services during 

Christmas week; individual ministry leaders 

will determine if their small groups will meet 

on Wednesday, January 1st. 

 

Please note the church office will be closed 

December 23rd-January 1st.  Messages will be 

checked regularly, and calls will be returned 

as soon as possible.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The MIX Young Adult Ministry 

from Wooster Nazarene will be hosting a 

young adult retreat at Round Lake Christian 

Campground in Lakeville, OH on Jan. 24th-

25th and would love for you to join them! 

Please visit the events page at 

ashtabulanaz.org for more information. The 

cost is $65 per person; scholarship information 

is available by contacting our church office at 

992-0246 or ashtabulafirstnaz@gmail.com.  

 

Visitation Ministry - If you 

know of anyone who would 

benefit from a visit, phone 

call or card, please contact 

the church office.  We want 

to reach out to those who 

may be home-bound, 

hospitalized or facing surgery.  In addition, if 

there is someone you haven’t seen in a while 

at church, please let us know so we can reach 

out to them.  Thank you! 

Inclement Weather Information 

 

In case of bad weather this winter, we will 

determine if services will be cancelled by 7:30 

am on Sunday or 3 pm on Wednesday 

afternoon.  We will notify the congregation 

through Facebook, Call’em All phone calls 

and email.  If you are not currently active on 

our Call’em All system, or do not receive 

emails from us through Planning Center, 

please drop your information in the mail slot 

to the church office, call 992-0246 or email at 

ashtabulafirstnaz@gmail.com.  It is our hope 

we won’t need to cancel any activities, but we  

want to keep everyone safe in the event of 

significant storms. 

 

Offering envelops are stored at the Welcome 

Center in a labeled 

drawer.  Please ask a 

volunteer if you need one 

for the new year! 

 

ADULT MINISTRIES 
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